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9 JULY 1946 
COMMISSIONER : 
Mr, Te D, McILWRAITH 
THE SA 
(The Commission reconvened at 1547 hours.) 
COMMISSIONER: Dr. Loeffler, are you examining this witness? 
DR. LOEFFLER: I will begin. 
COMMISSIONER: Very well. (To the witness). Will you stand and 
raise your right hand and say after me: 
VON DER BORCH, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
COMMISSIONER: I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will 
speak the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
Nd What is your full name? 
Karl Otto von der Borch. 
WRYUXEOUREKEREX XA XW XHE ETH. 


XXCOKMAS SIGNER OKIE KEY 
BY DR. LOEFFLER: (Defense Counsel for the SA). 


Qe The Defense has asked permission to hear the witness von der Borch 


NL 
wth reference to the defense of the NS Reiterkorps attached to the SA, end is also 


charged by the prosecution. Dr. Walle was previously heard as a witness 


for the SA Reiterkorps. In his capacity as Unterfuhrer he has testified for the 
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urban part of the Reiterkorps., The witness, in his capacity as a higher leader, 


is called to be heard on the mral part of the Reiterkorps. I tet now pu the 


questions to him, Witness, what was } your position in the NS Reiterkorps? 
P, 


Ae I was Group Reiter/ siir, Proyint 

Q Is it correct that os a Group Reiter/leader you had a highs position and 
were subordinate directly to the Chief of the Reiterkorps? 

Ae Yes, that is correct, I was subordinate directly to the Chief of the 
Reiterkorps, 

©. Was your position as Group Reiter Leader an honorary one or was it full 
time paid employment? 

Ae I did not receive any salary, It was not a full time function. I was 
honorary. 

Q. In which province did you lead the Reitersemeim? ? 

A, I have pat the Reiter Group in the Group Bavarian Easé $% O sJ may/T. 

Qe Were you able to observe other large groups besides your own? 

Al Dorin gihe" nee ts Group Reiter Leaders pa! ge opportunity to 
observe other groups. I'was also a judge in the Reiter competitions, 

Q. If I understand you, you believe yourself to be competent to give us a 
correct judgment on the general situation within the NS Reiterkorps? 

A, I believe I can do so, 

Q. I now want to question you regarding the origin of the Reiterkorps. Witness, 
is it correct that the Reiterkorps did not originate from the Storm Detachments of 
Adolph Hitler? 


A, Yes, that is correct. 
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Qe Is it correct that the Reiterkorps originated by transferring the urban 
and rural Reiter Associations into the SA? 


A. Yes, that is correct. 


Q., Do you know anything about these associations, when they were transferred, 


having received a promise that they would be able to remain independent and 
atonomous associations with tasks pertaining to sports? 

A, We received that assurance. 

Q. Was this promise kept consecuently? 


A. Yes it was kept. 
Free 


Q. Did the Reiter Associations have a~ewr choice in the matter of being 
transferred or was a transfer accomplished by a general directive enf§{nating 
from higher authorities? 

A. The transfer was accomplished by decrees issued by higher authorities, 

Q. Do you know that this was a common directive based on the supreme 
SA Leadership ahd ldipecttAne emanating from the Chief of the Rural Reiter Associations 
by order of the Ministery of the Interior? 

A, <A conference had taken place between the Chief of the Reiterkorps in 
Germany ieee pand the Chief of Staff of the SA and the 
Ministery of the Interior., 

Q. Is it correct that these 2 authorities who were competent for the 
Reiterkorps in Germany Wma issued the transfer directives? 

A, The leader of the Rural Reiterkorps and Reiter Associations received the 
order to execute this transfer, 

Q. Did you know that the associations were threatened with dissolution if 
they refused to be transferred? 


Ae I know it. 
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Q Do you know of any such dissolutions having taken place? 
A. I do know of the dissolution of two associations within a different group 
who had refused to obey this directive, 


Qe Was it not very bad for the keeping of horses in rural areas if such 


wang 
associations Là be dissolved? 


A. For the farmers and owners, particularly for the breeders it was very, 
very bad if such Jassociation was dissolved. 

O. A leader of a Rural Reiterkorps Association, if he Walid refused to 
obey this order, would he have had to be afraid to be considered a sabateur 
and eventually might he even have had to fear Wý being thrown into a concentration 
camp? 

A, I would not have dared to refuse such a transfer because I would have 
been considered an enemy of the State and would have had to fear being throw 
into a concentration camp. 

Qe Witness Dr. W all € has stated already that the transfer of the Reiter 
Associations took place by simply declaring Wy the Reiter Associations as SA 
Storms. 

A, This statement by Dr. Va |] & is correct. 

Q. In regard to this transfer, wid membership in the party play any part? 

A, Membership in the party jy had no part in this transfer. I myself, had 
not been a party member for many years. 

Q. Is it correct that appointment to Group Reiterkorps Leader for an entire 
province was possible for a non-member of the Party? 


A, That is correct. 
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Qe I now turn to the next point. How did it happen and how can you explain the 
fact that of the three „Zoon e organizations of the Party, that is, the 
National Socialists Automobile Corps, the National Socialistxs Aviation Corps and 
the National Socialists Reiterkorps, it was only the last one that did not 
achieve gfjcomplete independence of the SA? 

A. The Leader of the Reiterkorps by the name of Litzmann, was not the 
personality to take Fo M Reiterkorps out of the SA and make it an independent 


organization, as for instance, was the case with the National Socialists Automobile 


COrpsSe ¢ 


wate 
Qe May it be possible that it is due to the lack of political influence hm, 


a 


A. Litzmann had no political position toward Hitler as was the case with 
Huehnlein who had taken the Automobile Corps out of the SA. 

A, Are your statements based on a personal knowledge of the position 
and the person of Litzmann? 

Ae Yes, it is based on my personal knowledge, 

Q., I now turn to a new point, the size and composition of the Reiterkorps,. 

WA MIOT MARRECO: We have had all this evidence before and we don't 
challenge it. 

DR. LOEFFLER: I will make it as brief as I possibly can. I just want a 


4 
a Fa 
/ 


high leader to confirm what a sub-leader has said, The witness Dr. thie 
stated that at the time of the transfer the Reiterkorps had about 100,000 
members and that for the ensuing period another 100,000 were had, so that the 
total amounted to 200,000 members. 


A. I believe that statement is correct, 
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Q. Is it correct that the membership consisted per cent of farmers 
and in those areas which were pronouncedly horse-breeding areas/even amounted to 
95%? 

A. It is correct. There were 80% farmers and in horse breeding areas anywhere 
from 95 to 100 per cent. 

Q. I now have one question regarding the activities of the Reiterkorps. Is it 
correct that the Reiterkorps has refrained from any political activities, mmmmnmriatex 
concentrating on horse sports and horse breeding. 

A. The Reiterkorps has refrained from any political activities, It has 
busied itself exclusively to such things as training riders and grooms, 

Qe Did the members of the NS Reiterkorps consider themselves more as 
A-Men or horse breeders? 

A. The members of the Reiterkorps considered themselves only horseback riders, 

Q. The Witness Dr. Poad R stated that there never was any political 
propaganda in the Reiterkorps, Is that true also of the leadership of the 

Reiterkorps? 

A, The Reiterkorps did not do any political propaganda. 

Q., Were any Pe re S and political lectures given at the_ meeting 
of the leaders of the Reiterkorps? ` 

Delra 
A, At the meeting of the leaders, no ddeetitiest or political matters were 
discussed, merely professional matters, that is to say, riding and driving matters, 
Q. Were the leaders of the Reiterkorps sent to gk political leader schools or 
were they sent to professional rider schools? 
The riders in the different provinces were sent to rider traihing schools 


in such provinces or they were sent to the Reiter riding leader 


schools in Berlin. / 
ow” 


i 
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I now have a very brief question pertaining to the crimes against humanity.. 
Do you know of any case where within your own or within other groups where a member 
of the Reiterkorps permitted himself aepi/hgt excesses against Jews? 
A. I do not know of any case, 
Q. Do you know of any excesses against churches? 
A. I do not know of any such nee, ag members of the Reiterkorps were mostly 
farmers and they were very religious. 
COMMISSIONER: Will you =... the question, "Whether he knows of any 
action against the Jews and the churches", instead of excesses? 
BY THE WITNESS: 
I don't know of any action, 
LOEFFLER : 
wh ere 
Wasn't it so, that especially wkth members of the Reiterkorps were concerned, 
were mostly farmers, the relationship with the church was a very close and free 
one? 
A, In strictly Catholic areas, the relationship was a particularly good one, 
I know of a place called Vilzbiborg where the Reiterkorps took part in the 
Sankt Leonardi ride and there the Catholic minister even blessed their horses, 
Q. The party had to have conferences with the leaders of its individual 
organizations monthly, Have you ever been asked to attend such a conference? 
A. I have never been asked to attem such a confere mes 
Q.e Have you evar heard of any action by a member of the Reiterkorps which 
brow ht an individual into a concentration camp? 


A. I don't know of a single such case. 


ai 
f 
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Us 
Qe I am now turning to a new chapter which is the participationcathe cries 
against peace, On the basis of your knowledge of the matter, has the Reiterkorps 


Mm 
participated om the preparation of an agressive war? 


A. The NS Reiterkorps has not participated om any pawetietpetien for an 


aggressive war, 

Qe You have testified that 80 to 100 percent of the members of the Ns 
Reiterkorps were farmers. What was the attitude of the farmers toward war? 

A. Every farmer, and I myself ama farmer, wants peace beaause he needs peace 
in order to be able to pursue his agricultural activity properly, 

Qe Were you able to observe that within the NS Reiterkorps a militaristic 
spirit was promoted systematically? 

A. No militaristic spirit of any kind was promoted in the Reiterkorps, 

Q. The Prosecution charges that # it was a task of the NS Reiterkorps to 
issue replacements for the mounted units of the Wehrmacht. Is that correct? 

A, Every expert knows that it is impossible to use plow horses with insufficient 
saddle and bridle in order to train people for the soldiering, 

Qe Isn't it correct that the Wehrmacht had its own training system for its 
replacements? 

A, The Wehrmacht trained its own people and did not care at all to have any 
pre-military training done to their people because all it had to do was to correct 
the errors. 

Q. Is it correct that the Wehrmacht only in rare caseta, paid any attention 
to the riding certificate (Reiterschein)? 

Ae The riding certificate merely certified to having concluded a certain part 
of the training, It had been promised that owners of the certificate would have 


preference in being assigned by the Wehrmacht to a mounted or horse-drawn unit, 
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however, no use was made of it, 
Qe Was the reason for the riding certificate to be found in the matter of 


the Wehrmacht for io replacements or was it merely that the owner of such a 


certificate, once hanes to the Wehrmacht, obviously wanted to be E at ais to 


g] z ; FILOU LAL Pr 
mounted units? yeu , DEE. E T ehrnk 


È a technicien yi wished to be assigned 


t da ¢ 


to a Signal comps A man who liked horses would [prefer being assigned to a mounted 


unit. 

Qe Did the Wehrmacht ever have any training courses for the Reiterkorps? 

A. I don't know of any such courses 

Q. At the beginning of the war, any where or at any tie, was any complete unit 
of the Reiterkorps ever arr into the Wehrmacht? 

A. I don't know anything of such a commitment and I am certain it never took 
place. 

Q.e Did the Reiterkorps have anystrategical and tactical training in the sense 
of it being a corps preparatory to the Wehrmacht cavalry? 

A, Any training for the cavalry never took place with us and this did not 
take place with us because of the lack of proper material. 

Q. On the basis of your knowledge, did the NS Reiterkorps ever have anything to 
do with the ™® Wehrmannschaften? 

A. On the basis of my knowledge,the NS Reiterkorps has had nothing to do with 


the Wehrmannschaften,. 
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Qe Are you aware of articles having appeared in the SA Mann and SA Fuehrer 
which gave a complete misrepresentation of the real situation in the NS Reiterkorps 
and how can you explain it? 

Ae I first want to say that neither one of these publications, the SA Mann 
and SA Fuehrer were read in the NS Reiterkorps. I know only of the two articles 
that you have shown me now, 


COMMISSIONER: But he hasn't shown you any articles, 


WS. MADA MARRECO: These two articles are in evidence before the Commission. 


Thore are two articles which I put to the previous witness, I would point out that 


all of this evidence is really cumulative and all has been gone over with another 
witness and this is, in effect, another re~examinati on. 
BY DR. LOEFFLER: 

Q. On the basis of your knowledge as a high leader of the NS Reiterkorps, 

I want to ask you whether these articles have any authoritative or semi-official 
character or whether they were private views, 

Qe They had no authoritative official character. It seems to me that they 
were put into that paper by a layman who put them in, in order to arouse a 
discussion, 

COMMISSIONER: I would like to get on the record what articles we are 
talking about, 

VS: Mvtacivy MARRECO: D-913 and D-914. 

BY DR. LOEFFLER: 

Q., Can you declare here, according to your best knowledge and with a clear 

conscience that the situation as described in these articles dog not correspond 


to the actual situation as it was found in the NS Reiterkorps? 
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A. The description of these articles donot in any way correspond to the 
actual facts. The content for an expert appears zm ridiculous. 
COMMISSIONER: When did you see these articles? 


BY THE WITNESS: 


We” 
A. I saw them/day before yesterday. 


Qe Ai As a leader of the NS Reiterkorps, were you ever entrusted with secret 
military matters? 

A, I never was entrusted with secret military matters. 

Qe You mean in your capacity as Group Reiterkorps Leader, because I want to 
point out here that during war time you were a soldier? 

A. Yes, of course, 

1S- ANTON MARRECO: Itis one-quarter ot five. I hope Dr. Loeffler is going 
to give me time to cross-examine before we adjourn. 

DR. LOEFFLER: I will be through soon. 
COMMISSIONER: Have youwany more questions? 
BY DR. LOEFFLER: 

O. One or two. Witness, have you ever been given the impression that the gemm 
general SA was a criminal organization imkien kku as maintained by the 
Prosecution? 

A. Ihave never had that impression. 

Qe 4 you know that excesses have been committed by the general SA, In your 
opinion did the leadership of the SA approve or disapprove of such excesses? ile 
speak here of the time after 1933. 


A. Such excesses seem possible to me in such an organization of millions; 


| 


however, the SA leadership has put them under sentence and penalized them, 
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DR. LOEFFLER: No further œuesti onse 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
VS 
BY MVMOAK MARRECO: 
Can you tell me if Litzmann is still alive? 
I don't know, 
What age was he? 
I should say in his late 40's, 
Was he a professional soldier? 
As far as I know, he was a professional soldier during the World War. 
Was he a professional cavalryman? 
Xxx Yes, I believe he was in the Cavalry. 
Was he a member of the SA before 1933? 


I don't know, I don't believe so, 


Why was Litzmann chosen to take charge of the NS Reiterkorps when it 


EOE. A into the SA? 


A. I believe that Litzmann was chosen because he was the son of General 
Litzmann, a well known National Socialist, 

Q. So Litzmann was chosen because he was an expert in cavalry training and 
the son of a prominent National Socialist? 

A. Inno case was he picked out because he was a cavalry expert, He was a 
horse breeder in East Prussia, 

Qe You spoke of cart horses with insufficient bridles and saddles, Did you 
and your friends ride cart horses with insufficient bridles and saddles, 

A CRT 

A, My rider storms all had to ride on j 43 horses and with 

insufficient bridles and saddles. 
ARE A 

Qe But I take it that youg/country gentlemen of some means, Surely you are 

not telling this Commission that you generally mount yourself on cart horses with 


inadequate saddles? fh 
j 
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A. The leaders themselves who had horses at their disposal,as for instance, 
myself as a horse breeder, usually had better horses. 

Q. Generally, as a unit, I take it the NS Reiterkorps took a horseman's pride 
in its turn-out? 

A. There was, however, a lack of money and means to equip the horses in such 
a way as to have been enjoyed by the farmer boys, 

Q. Have you seen the photographs of the NS Reiterkorps' activities which the 
Defense Counsel has put into evidence? 

A. I saw some of them, 

Q. Those photographs show extremely good looking horses jumping in 
competitions and they show members of the NS Reiterkorps going hunting. In view 


of those photographs, isn't it rather nonsense to talk about the Reiterkorps mounted 


Com 
on} horses with insufficient bridles and saddles? 


A. By far the largest part of our members had phew horses, however, we did have 
sportsmen who Pin part in competitions and kiso had the necessary horse material, 

Q. What mk would you say was the total strength of the NS Reiterkorps in 
Mex Germany in general? 

A, 200,000 at the largest. 

Q. We heard about 90% of the members owned their own horses, Will you agree 
with that estimate? 

A. No, we did not have so many horses, It depended upon the areas Witte Jit 
differed, Of course, in horse breeding areas there were more horses available than 
in those areas where there was not so much horse breeding, 

Q. What would you put the percentage at throughout Germany? 

A, It is very difficult to answer because it differs too much in the 


different areas. 
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Qe A credible witness has told us it was as high as 90% of horses owned. 

A. I believe this estimate is too high. 

fx DR. LOEFFLER: Perhaps it will help to clarify the situation if you state the 
witness comes from ES which is definitely a horse breeding area, 

BY aia MARRECO: 

Qe Whether it was 90 per cent or not, members of the NS Reiterkorps owned 
about 150,000 horsese 

A, Since I am under oath I do not care to answer this question at this time, 

Q. In order to mount 200,000 men you would have to have at least 150,000 
horses. 

A, Inthe first place we could only ride on Sundays since during the week 
the horses were a cca during harvest time we could not ride at all. 

Qe Now look here witness. You know as well as I do one doesn't on a Sunday 
ride a cart horse that has been-ptewrme all week, You can't expect us to believe 
that the Reiterkorps was mounted on cart horses, 

A. Ivregret to be able to testify under oath only to the fact, 

Q. What happendd to all the Reiterkorps horses at the out-break of the war, 

A. ‘There were very few Reiterkorps horses proper, and the horses of the 
farmers partly were used,and partly they were taliei @ te Wehrmacht, 

Q. You know, witness, this evidence is very contradictory to previous evidence 
that this Commission has heard. I just want to ask you about the articles in 
SA Fuehrer. EN it surprise you to hear that the editor of the SA Fuehrer has 
told this Commission that these articles were widely read by members of the 
Reiterkorps and ey appearelprovoiat Baaeaes as WE dieusi Aai correspondence 


among the Reiterkorps members that they were intended to provokes 
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A, I readily believe that the author of the articles wanted to provoke a 
discussion but neither the SA Mannwer the SA Fuehrer was ý widely read in the 
Reiterkorps. j 

Q. The editor of the SA Fuehrer has told us that when these articles appeared, 
he received many letters from members of the Reiterkorps not protesting that they 
were a complete misrepresentation of Reiterkorps activities but joining in a general 
discussion of the ideas put forward in the articles. 

A, It is quite possible that individual menbers of the Reiterkorps have read 
these articles and wrote to the editar about them, However, in my group it wasn't 
read very mch and I myself and my group have not read all of these articles. 

Q. Just listen to the last words of the last article: "And another 
thing, our men are later to become wide~awake, ingenifis, useful soldiers. 
and the more indepe ndabatitey to think and act they already bring with them, 
the more pleased the Armed Forces will be to see them, PRE p MPS will be the esteem 
in which the Armed Forceg hold the SA. By working along these lines we are there- 
fore also waking for a great and glorious SA". 

COMMISSIONER: It is after five o'clock. 


Ve 
ANEHO MARRECO: I have one more question, 


aa, 
COMMISSIONER: We will let you finish $he—-sentermce, 
LS. 


BIT . e. GNTHONY MARRECO: /If these articles and these words did give a true picture 
Cort Rane 
of the SA Reiterkorps activities, it would undoubtedly, se, would it not, kam that 


the Reiterkorps was engaged in pre-military training? 
A. Both of these articles contained such utter nonsense that one cannot take 
them seriously. I can only say that the facts are completely misrepresented in 


these articles, 
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Qe That is not quite the answer to my question. My cuestion was, if these 
articles were a true representation of Reiterkorps activities, and it may well be 
that the prosecution can prove that they were, then without doubt, the 
Reiterkorps was a pre-military training organization? 

DR. LOEFFLER: I object to this question, The witness stated clearly 
that these articles are utter nonsense. Further, he had stated that these 
articles had nothing to do with the facts as they were. Consequently, I 

non=-permissible 
consider this question/ 2cqcqooc which asks, if these reports were correct, what 
would be the casel 
VS 

ANTHONY MARRECO: if think it is sir, quite unnecessary for Dr, loeffler 
to make a spe&@ch in the middle of my cross-examination. If the witness does not 
want to answer my question if if perfectly all right. 

COMMISSIONER: Dr, Loeffler has the right to object toa question. 


I think this question is perfectly permissible, It can be answered "yes" or "no", 


frau 
It is the same as saying if that table is-reumd do you agree that it cannot be 


greenl Now will you answer the question "yes"or "no"? 
BY THE WITNESS: 
A. May I ask the question to be repeated? 
COMMISSIONER: I will ask the question, The question was, if the articles 

had been true, would it prove that the Reiterkorps was a pre-military training 
INA Ri , 

propran? It is easy to answer "yes" or "no", 

BY THE WITNESS: 


As Then I cannot consider it true. 


COMMISSIONER: I am not asking you whether it is true, I am asking you if 
Walt. War ork ST rf; aa RANEA r : zus 
it is true, ++ broves/the prosecution] / 40 ^ N a iy sbat. 
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BY THE WITNESS: 


Win 
A. ££ then, it would have been no pre-military training organization. 


COMMISSIONER: Very well, that is the answer, Is there any more 


cross-examination by the Russian? prstec ation? 
CR, Karey 
PRT HORE: No. 

Is ene an R -auian 
COMMISSIONER: ] 8y tty Defense Counsel? 


BY DR. LOEFFLER: I only have one question and one statement, I want to say that 


the pictures which thebrosecution referred to emfnated urban Reiter 


Associations. They were actually jumpers and horses for competitions but we have 

heard that 80 to 90 per cent of the Reiterkorps were not urban but rural farmers. 
anton MARRECO: Z Am I entitled to state that some of these pictures 

showed some of the Reiterkorps fox hunting, which they couldn't do in toml 

BY DR. LOEFFLER: May I ask the witness whether they were particularly the urban 

Reiter Associations who had at least one or two hunts MAetst annually? 

A. The urban Reiter Associations rode to hunt every fall. 

Q. This is my last question, Taking into consideration the way in which 
propaganda articles were published during the 12 years of the Nazi regime in 
Germany, about all athletic activities as for instance football, swimming, boxing, 
tennis, etc. whuld one not be justified in saying that these articles contained 
something like: "This sport mam also produces new and cleverer soldiers for the 
Fuehrer!! What I wanteé{ to ask) weren't such articles published and didn't 
anyone - think of protesting against these articles because they were too silly and 
too ridiculous? 

A, I think the same thing is true no matter whether you talk of any other 


sport or just the horseback ridinge 
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COMMISSIONER: The witness didn't quite understand the questi on, 
BY DR. LOEFFLER: 

Q. Isn't it correct that no one thought it worthwhile to protest against 
such articles because we in Germany knew they were only silly propaganda articles 
which did not make it worthwhile to object to them? 

A. That is so, 

Q. No further questions. 

COMMISSIONER: The witness may retire, We will meet tomorrow morning at 


1000 hours, 


(The Commission adjourned at 1715 hours) 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 


KARL OTTO VON DER B ORCH, taken on 9 July 1946, 


ter (ppe / al 
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9 July 1946 
COMISIONER: 

Mre I. D.e MCILURAITH 

(The Commission reconvened at 1547 hours) 

COMMISSIONER: Dre Loeffler, are ycu examining this witness? 

DR. LOEFFLER: I will begie 

COMMISSIONER: Very welle (To the witness). Will ycu stand and 
raise your richt hand and say after me: 

VON "ER BORCH, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 

COMMISSIONER: I swear by God the Almighty and Omniscient, that I 
will speak the pure truth and will witnholè and acd n thing. 

(The witness repeated the oath) 
BY THE Ccit ISSIONER: 
g! What is your full name? 

ds Krl Otto ven cer Borche 
BY DR. LOEFFIER: (Defense Counsel for the SA) 

Z The Defense has .skec permission to hear the witness von der Borch 
with reference to the defense of the NS Reiterkorps attached to the Så, 
which is also charged by_the prosecution. Dre Walle was previously heard as 
a witness for the Si Reitherkorps. n his capaeity as Unterfuehrer he has 
testified for the urban part of the iteiterkorpse The witness, in his capa- 
city, as a higher Inder, is called to be heard on the rural ak of the 
weiterkarps. I will now put the que.sions to hime Witness, whatwas your 
position in the NS Reiterkorps? 


de I was Group Reiter Frovince Leader. 


F Is it correct that as a Group Reiter Frovince Leader you had a 


high position and weresubordinate directly tc the Chief of the Reiterkorps? 
A Yes, that is correct. I was subordinate directly to the Chief 


of the Reiterkorps. 
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Q Was ycur position as Gropp Reiter Leader anhonorary one or was it 
full time paid employment? 
L Idid not receive any salarye It was not a full time functione I 
was honorary. 
Inwhich province did you lead the Reiterkorps? 
I have lead the Reiter Group in the Group Bavarian Bast Ostmark. 
Were you -ble to observe other large groups besides your own? 
A During the mecting of the Group Reiter Leacers I had an opportunity 
to observe tther groupse I was also 2 judge inthe Reiter competitions. 
A If I understand you, you believe yourself to be competent to give us 
a correct judgment on the general situation within the NS Reiterkorps? 
A I believe I can co Soe 
p: I now want to question you regarding the crigin of the Reiterkorps. 
Witness, is it correct that the Reiterko ps did not originate from the S+orm 
Detachments of Ad-1f Hitler? 
Yes, that is correct. 
y Is it correct that the Reit srkorps criginated by transferring the 
urban and rural Reiter Associations into the Si? 
A Yes, that is correct. 


Q Do you know anything about “hese associations s when they were trans- 


ferred, having received a promise tha: they would be able to remain independent 


and abonomous associati ns with tasks zertaining to sports? 
4 We received that assurance, 
Was this promise kept consequently? 
Yes, it was kepte 
Did the Reiter Associations h-ve a f ree choice in the matter of being 
transferred or was a transfer accomplished by a gcneral directive emanating 
from higher authorities? 
The t ransfer was accomplished by decrees issued by higher auth rities. 
Do yu knew that this was a common directive based on the suprene 
Si: Leadership and emanating from the Chief of the Rural Reiter iss ciations 
by order of the Ministry of the Interior? 
4. conference hac taken place wetwecn the Chief of the Reiterkorps 


in Germany anc the Chief of Steff of t e Si and the Ministry of the Interior, 
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G Is it correct that these 2 authoritics were competent for the 
Reiterkorps in Germany issued the transfer directives? 

The leader of the Rural Reiterkorps and Reiter Associations received 
the order to execute this transfere 

Q Did you kmew the associations werc thrcatened with dissolution if 
they refused tc be transferred? 

I know it. 
Do y.u know of any subh dissolutions having taken place? 

A I do know of the dissolution of two ass ciations within a cifferent 
group whe had refused to obey this directive. 

4 Was it not very bad for the keeping of horses in rural areas if such 
associations were dissolved, 

de For the farmers and owners, particularly for the breeders it was 
very, very bad if such an associatic was dissolved. 

G A leader of a Rural Reitcrkorps association, if he refused to obey 
this order, wouldhe have had t beafraid to be considered a sabatuer and 
eventually might he even had to fear ‘eing thrown into a concentration camp? 

A I wul not have cred t refuse such a transfer because 1 would 
have becn consicer.d an enemy of the state and would have hac bo fear being 
thrown into a concentratioc CAMPe 

¿ Witness, Dre “alle has stated already that the trassfer of the 
Reiterrissociations took place by simply declaring the Reiter Associations 
as Si Storms. 


This statenant by Dre Walle is correct. 


In regard to this transfer, did membership in the party play any 


Membership in the party had no jart in this transfer, I myself, 
had not bem a party member for many yearse 

Is it correct that appointment to Group liciterkorps Leaders for 
an entire province was possible for a Aonemember of the Party? 


å That is correcte 
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turn to the next point. How did it happen and 


July LOG Shunway 1 


how ecn you explain tho fanet “ont of tho throo sports orczcaniza- 
tions of tho “arty, thet is, tho "etionel Socialists ćutoriobile 
Corps, the Notional Socialists iviction Corps and the National 
Socialists Reitcrkorps, it was only tho lzst one thet did not 
achicvo complete independence cf the S4? 

L the Leader of the Neiterkorps by the nano cf Litznann 
not tho personality to teko the Reitorkorps cut of tho St 
make it an incepondent organization, as for insti nee, was 
caso with tho Nationcl Socialists Automobile Corps, 

Q May it bo possible that it is duo to tho leek of 

political influence with Hitler? 

i Litaaann had no political position toward Hitlor as 
was tho case with 4uchnlein wo hed taken the “utomobile Corps 
out of the Så, 

Q aro your stztenonts »:sed on a personal Imowledze of 

he position and the person ci 


` 


ocsed on iy personal knowledse. 


L 


it is 
now turn to n new pcint, tho sizo and conposition 
of the Reiterkorps, 
MR. MARRECO: We have had oll this evidenco vefore and we 
lon't challenrce it, 
Di. LOEFFLER: T will make it asi Pr as possidly can, 
L just want a high leader to ccnfirm what z sub-lecdor kas said, 


The witnoss Dr, Welle stctod that at the tine of the transfer 

Reiterkorps had about 100,000 menbers ond for the onsuing 
period another 100,000 wore hed, so that th otc.l amounted to 
200,000 merbers, 


believe that str 


Q +s it correct that tho noribership consisted 80 por 


cont of formers ond in those roas which were pronouncedly horse- 
broeding creas, it even omoun.-* to 95 per cent? 


A It is correct. Tero woro 80 per cent farmors cnd 


in horse breeding areas anywhere froin 95 to 100 per cent, 
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Q I now have tion regording tho cctivities of the 


one S 


uQ 


itoitorkorps. Is it correct thi tko Neiterkorps has rofrainod 


from any political activitios, concontrating on horse sports and 


horse brooding, 


Neitorkorps bas refrainod fron any political activi- 


tios. It k.s busiod itsolf exclusively to such things as training 


riders and srocis, 


9 Did tho mnorDors citorkorps consider thorıselve 


more as A-llen cr horse bre 


nenbers Roiterlkorps considered thomsolves 


horseback ridors. 


2 The “itness Dr. Volle stc-ted tket there never was any 


political propaganda in tho Neiter! corps. Is thc-t truo clso of 


the lecdorship cf the lieiterkc: 2s? 


the Neiterkorps dia cny political proparandec, 


woro any ideolorical and political icetures civon ct 
v YW L (=) 


accting ef tho leaders of tho Roite korps? 


-t tho meotine c 


uattors wero 


Reiterkorps sont to politic 


or woro they sent to professioncl rider schools? 


riders in tho difforont provinces were sent to 


ridor training schools in such provinces cr they were sont to 


the Reiter riding loz cols in Sorlin, 


AN 


I now havo 


crines asainst hur ec. se ere within 


your own or within Q 


ue 


Se Pe 
WilC PO 


pormnuitted 


you know of any oxcesses 


I do 


not 
Roitorkorps were n 


COInITSS LOVER o 


kinsolf oxe 


groups 


esses 


knew of ony 


Ostly formers 


Will you 


meriber 


s.icst Jows? 


Ar 


against churches? 


such casos, as nombers of tho 


and they were very religious, 


7 


Vhether ho knows 
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of ony cetion cguinst tho Jows cnd the churches", instead of 
exccssces? 
BY THE 


know of any action, 


» thet ospeciclly whero members of tho 
Reiterkorys were concerned, who were mostly fiurmcrs, tho relation- 
ship was a very close and froo one? 

In strictly Ccthclic areas, the relationship was z 
particularly good ones I lmow of « placo called Vilzbiborg 
where the Reiterkorps tock pc ankt Loonardi rice and 
there the Catholic ministor c.on blessed their horses. 

A the party had to have conferences with tho locders of 
dual ergenizations nonth you evor been 

such g 

I kavo nover Doen csied te attend such c conforenco. 

lave you ever hocrd 7 my “ction by a moernber cf the 


which broucht on indcividuel ~ concentration 


I Gon't know of a sincle such COSC. 
I an new turning to « new chapter 
the crinos agai G poace,. 
matter, has the tteiterko 
of on agressivo war? 
10 NS Reiterkorps has not participated in any proparca- 
tion for an aggrossivo war, 
Q You havo tostifiod that 80 to por cont cf the norn- 
bors of the NS Neiterkorpys woro formers, Wheet was t .tbitude 


of the formers toward wer? 


é Every farmer, cond I ysol? om os ferner, wents pocce 


boczuso he noeds ponce “in order to be “ble to pursuo his agricul- 
tural activity properly. 

0 were you sble to cbscrve that within the NS Roitorkorps 
& militaristic spirit wes pronotec systomatically? 
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«ristic spirit of any kind was promoted in tke 
Roiterkorps, 

Q Tho Prosecution chai ‘es thet it was a2 task of the 
Roitorkorps to issuo replécorneits for the mounted units of 
Wehrii.cht. Is thet correct? 

Every expert lmows thet it is lipossible to uso plow 


1crses with insufficient scaddlo and bridle in ordor So train peop] 


for tho solcsoring, 


A 


2) Isn't it corroct thet tho vobrmacht had its own training 
ror its replaccnmonts? 
Tho Wehrmacht trained its ow people and did not caro 
ony prownilitary training done to thoir poople 
because c£ Lt hed to do was to correct he errors, 
it corroct that tho Wohrmaacht only in rero eases 
paid any attention to the riding cortificate (Neiterschoin)? 
A 2 iding co i vto lerely cortifiod to having con- 
cluded r. Pegin port cf the t- ining, It L 
that cwnors of 10 tifiente would havo Proforonce in doing 


Dy tho Vehrmuacht & Mounted cr horse-drawn unit, 





Mn 


9 July-Li-,0'-Shumway . 
however, no use was made of it, 

Q. Was the reason for the ricius certificate to be found inthe 
mitter of the Wehrmacht for mounted replacements, or was it merely 
that the owner of such z certificate, once he came to the Wehrmacht, 
vbvicusly wanted to be assigned to unted units? 

à. dust as @ .cod skier wantcu to serve with the mountain troops 
where he could use his knowledge, ar. the same way 2 technician wished 
to be assigned to a Signal Corps, so 2 man who liked harses wuld 2lso 
prefer being assigned to a mounted unit. 

Q. Did the Wehrmacht cver have nny training courses for the Reit- 
erkorps? 

I dontt know of any such carse. 

Q. at the beginning of the wor, anywhere or ot a yw time, wis any 
cda,lete unit of the Reiterkor)s ever committed into the Wehrmac ht? 

I don't know anything of such a commitment ^nd I ame ertain it 
never took jlace, 

Qe Did the Reiterkorps h-ve any strategical and tactical training 
in the sense of it being a corps ,rej ratory to the ‘ehrmacht cavalry? 

ae Any training for the cavalr never took place with us anc this 
cic not take place with us bucause o° the lack of propa material. 

Q. On the basis of your knowledrc, did the NS Reitcrkorps ever 
have anything to co with the Vehruannschaften? 

4. Dn the basis of my knowledge, the NS Reiterkorps had had not hing 
to do with the \.ehrmannschaften, 

Q. Are you aware of articles having appeared inthe SA Mann and SA 
Fuhrer which gave a complete misrepresentation of the real situation in 
the NS Reiterkorps and how can you ex; lain it? 

A. I first w-nt to say that neither one of these publications, the 
SA Mann anc SA Fuhrer were resd inthe NS weiterkorps. I know only of 
the two articles that you have shown me now, 

COM.ISSIONER: But he hasn't show you any articles, 

lik. MARRECO: These two articles are in evidence before the Comaission 


They are two articles which I , ut t- the previous witness, I wald point 
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out that all of this evidence is really cumulstive and all has been 
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Gone over with -.nother witness, and this is, in effect, another re- 
examination, 
BY DR. LOEFFLER: 

Q. On the basis of your knowledge as a hich leader of the NS 
Reitcrkorps, I want to ask you whether these articles have any cuth- 
oratative or semi-official character, or whether they were private 
views, 

ñ. They had no author atative official character, It seems to 
me that they were put into that paper by a layman who put them in, 
in order to arouse a ciscussion, 

CO.uWiISSIONER: I would like to ¢ ct on the record whet articles 
we are talking sbout, 

MARRECO: D913 and D-914, 

COMMISSIONER: I am much obligec to you, 

BY DR. LBEFFLER: 

Q. Can you declare here, according to your best knowledge and 
with a clear conscience that the situation as deseribed in these ar- 
ticles does not corres;ond to the actual situction as it was fanc in 
the NS Reiterkorps? 

A. The description of these articles does not in any way corres- 
pond to the actual facts. The content for an expert appears ridicu- 
lous, 

COMAISSIONER: When cid you sce these articles? 

BY THE WITNESS: 

A. I saw them the day before yesterday, 

Qe AS aleedar of the NS Reiterkorps, were you ever entrusted 
with secret military matters? 

à. Inever was entrustec’ with secret military matters, 

Q. You mean knuyour capacity as Group Reiterkorps Leader, because 
I want to point out here that during war time you were a soldier? 

of course, 


MR. MARRECO: It is a quarter to five, I hope Dr. Loeffler is going to 


give me sone time to cross-examine before we adjourn, 
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DR. LOEFFLER: I will be through soon, 

COMMISSIONER: Have yal any more questions? 
BY DR. LOEFFLER: 

Q. One or two, Witness, have you everybeen given the impression 
that the general SA was a criminal organization » 3S maintained by the 
Prosecution? 

4. I have nefer had that impression, 

Q. But you mow that excesses have been commited by the general SA, 
In your opinion did tho leadership of the Si approve or disap ceive af’ 
Such excesses? Wo speak here of the time after 1933. 

Á. Such excesses seem possible to me in such an organization of 
millions; however » the SA leadership has put them under sentence and 
penalized them, 

DR. LOEFFLER: No further questims, 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. MARRECO; 
Q. Can you tell me if Litzmann is still alive? 
I don't know, 
What age wa s he? 
I shoulc say in his l:te 46's. 
Was he a ,rofessional solcier? 


As far as I know, he was a professional soldier curing the World 


Was he a prfessional cavalryman? 
Yes, I believe he was in the cavalry. 
Was he a member of the SA beffre 1933? 
I don't know, I n't believe SO. 
N. Why was Litzmann chosen to take charge of the NS Reiterkorps 
when it was incorporata into the SA? 
4. I believe that Litzmann was chosen because he was the son of 
General Litzmann » & Well known National Socialist, 
Q. So Litzmann w.s chosen because he wos an expert in cavalry train- 


ing and the son of a prominent National Socialist? 
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In no case was he picked out becuase he was a cavalry experts 
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He was a horse-breeder in East Prussia, 

Q. You soke of cart horses with insufficient bridles and saddles, 
Did you and your friends rice cart horses with insufficient bridles and 
sacc.les? 

i. My rider storms all had to ride on insufficient horses and with 
insufficient bricles and saddles, 


Q. But I take it that you are a cantry gonetlemen of some means, 


Surely you are not telling this Commission that you gererally mount 


yourself on cart horses with inadequate saddles? 

å. The leaders themselves who had horses ət their disposal, as 
for instance myself as a horse breeder, usually had better har ses. 

Q. Generally, as a unit, & take it that the NS Reiterkorps took 
a horseman's pride in its turn-out? 

a. There was, however, a lack of money and means to equip the 
forses in such 2 way as to have been enjoyed by farmer boys, 

Q. Have the seen the photographs of the NS Reiterkorps® activities 
which the Defense Counsel has ut into evidence? 

A. I saw same of then. 

Je Those photographs show extremely good looking horses jumping 
in competitions and they show members of the NS Reiterkorps going 
hunting. In view of those photograph, isntt it rather nonsense to 
talk about the Reiterkorps mounted on cart horses with insuffici ent 
bridles and saddles? 

A. By far the largest part of our members had plough Inrses, 
However, we did have sportsmen who took part in ca.petitims and so 
hac. the necessary horse material. 

Q. What would you say was the total strength of the NS Reiter- 
k orps in Germany in general? 

ñ. 200,000 at the largest, 

Q. We heard about 90% of the members owned their own horses, 
Will you agree to that estimate? 


A. No, we did not have so many horses, It Qepended upon the 
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areas. as it differed. Of course, in horse breeding artas there 
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were more horses available than in t hose areas where there was not 
so much harse breeding, 

2. What would ya put the percentage at throughait Germany? 

i. It is very difficult to answer, because it differs too much 
in the different areas, 

Q. 4 credible witness has told us that it wes as high as 90% 
of horses owned, 

a. I believe this estimate is too highe 
FY, “LOEFFLER: Perhaps it will help to clarify the situxtion if you 
state the witness comes from Traminy, which is definitely a horse 
breeding area, 

BY IR. MARRECO: 

Q. Whether it was 90 ; @ cent or not, members of the NS Reitar- 
korps owned about 150,000 horses, 

ñe Since I am uncer oath I do not care to answer this question 
at this tie, 

Q. In order to mount 200,000 men you wWouldhave to have at least 
150,000 harses, 

à. In the first place we could only ride on Sycnays since, dur- 
ing the week the horses were ploughi ng and during harvest time we 
guld not ride at all. 

Q. Now look here, witness. Hou know zs well as I donme doesn't 
on a Sunday ride a cart horse that has been ploughin all week You 
can't expect us to believe that the Rviterkorps were mountec on cart 
horses, 

ie I regret to be able to testify under oath only to the fact. 

Q. What heppened to all the Reiterkorps horses at the cut-break of 
the war? 

4. There were very few Reiterkorps horses proper, anc the ha ses 
of the farmers partly were used, and party they were drafted into the 
Wehrmacht. 


Q. You know witness, this evicence is very contradictory to pre- 


vious evidence that this Commission has heard, I just want to ask you 


about the articles in Sf Fuhrer, Would it surprise you to hear that the 
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editor of the SA Fuhrer has told this Commission that these articles 
were widely read by members of the Reitcrkorps, and they G peared to 
Provoke just those discussion and correspondence among the Reiter- 


korps members that they were intended to provoke? 
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I rcadily believe that the authir of the articles wantec to 
proveke a discussion but neither the & Mann ncr the SA Fuchror was 
Widely read in the ‘teitcrkorps. 

The editor of the Si Fuchrer has told us that when these arti- 
cles appeared’, he received many letters from members of the iiciterkorps 
not protesting that they were a complete misrepresaatation of ilcite rkorps 


activities but joining in a general disaission of the ideas put forward 
in the articles. 


It is quite possible that individual memberscf the ii¢iterkorp 


have read these articles end wr te to the editor about then. However, in 


my group it wasn't reac very much and I myself and my group have not read 
all of these articles, 

Just listen to the lest words cf the last article: "Aind another 
thing, cur men are leer te become wide-awnke, ingenious, useful soldiers, 
and the more independance to think and act they -lready bring with them, the 
more pleased the irmed Forces wi >e to see them, and the greater will the 
esteem be in which the Armed Forces hold the Si. Byw orking along these 
lincs we are therefore a working for a great and glorious Si." 

COM ISSIONR =: is after five 

PR. VARIECO: I have one more 

COMMISSIONER; We will let you finish then. 

BY MRe i RRECCOs 

If these articles and these words did give atrue picture of the 

Si. lteiterkorps activities, it would undoubtcly show, would it not s that 


the heiterkorps were engaged in pre-military training? 
i Both of these articles contained such utternonsense that one 
cannot take them seri uslye I can only say that the facts are completely 
misrepresented in these articles. 
That is not quite the answer to my question. My question was, 

if these articles were a true representation of xciterkorps activities, and 
it may well be tht the prosecution can prove that they were, then withcut 
doubt, the Reiterkerps was a preemilitary training organization? 


DRe LOEFFLER: I object to this questione Thewitness stated 


clearly that these articles are utter nonsense. Further,he had stated that 
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these articles had nothing tc do with the facts as they were, Consequently, 
I consicer this question non=permis sible which asks, if these reports were 
correct, what would be tho case? 

MR. MLRRECO: I think it is, sir, quite unnecessary for Dre 
loefflor to make a specch in the middle of my cross-cxamination.s If the 
witness does not want to answer my question, it is perfectly all right. 

COMMISSIONER: DR. Loeffler has the right to object to a ques- 
ticne I think this question is perfectly permissiblee It can be 
answered by "yes" or "no", It is the same as sayif that table is brotn, 
do you agree that it cannot be green? Now will you answer this question 
"yes" or Mot? 

BY THE WITNESS: 
A May I ask:the question to be repeated? 

COM ISSIONER: I will ask the questione The question was, if 
the articles had been true, would it jrove that the Reiterkorps was a 
pre=military training establishment. It is easy to answer "yes" orno. 
BY THE WITNESS: 

Then I cannot donsider it truce 

COMISSIONER: I am not asking you whether it is truce 
asking you, if itis true, whether that proves as the prosecution 
that ib was a pre-military training school. 

BY THE WITNESS; 


Even then, it would have been no pre=military training organiza- 


COMMISSIONER: Very well, that is the answer. Is there any 
more cppss cxamination by the itussian Frosecuticn? 

COL. KREV: Noe 

commYySTONER: Is there any re-examination by Defense Counsel? 
BY Dre LOEFFLER: I have ly one question and one statements I want to 


say thrt the pictures which thé Prosecution referred to emanated from urban 


keiter Associations. They were actuafsy Jumpers and horses for competitions 


but we have heard that 80 to 90 per cent of fpe Xeiterkorps were nd urban 


but rural farmers, 
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IR. MARRECO: fm I entitled to State that some of these pice 
tures shew? some of the Reiterkorps fox hunting, which they couldn't do 
in town? 

BY DR. LOEFFLER: May I ask thewitnesswhebher they were particularly the 
urban ieitor Associations who had at least one or two hunts annually? 
Tas urban Roitar Associations rode tc hunt every fall. 

b This is my Last question, TakEng inte consideration the way 
i n which propaganda articles were published during the 12 years of the 
Nazi regime in Germany, about all athletic activities, as for instance, 
fot ball, Swimming, boxing, tennis, ctce, would one not be justified in 
Saying that these atticles c ntained something like: "This sport also 


produces new and cleverer Soldiers for the Fuchrer", that I want to ask 


is, weren't such articles published and didn't any one think of protesting 


against these articles because they were too silly and toc widiculous. 

A I think the sane thing is true no matter whether you talk of 
any obher sport or just the horseback riding. 

COMISSIONER: The witness didn't quite uncerstand the question. 
BY Dit. LOEFFLER: 

r Isn't it correct that no one thought it worthwhile to protest 
against such articles because we in Germany knew they were only silly 
propaganda articles which did not make it worthwhile tc object to them? 

A That is soe 

No further~que stions, 
COMMISSIONER: The witness may retire. lie will mect tomorrow 
morning at 1000 hours. 


(The Commission adjourned at i715 hours) 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 
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